
Wicklow Arts Plan 
2026-2030



Previous Plan – 4 Core Goals to 2025

Despite the Covid-19 pandemic, which shut down all venues, and arts activities, we achieved growth 
across our goals, specifically:

Goal 1:  Increased Investment in artists and engagement. 
Goal 1: Increased spatial balance across locations for investment.  

Goal 2:  Increased Partnership.
Goal 2: Enhanced Infrastructure.



2020-2025

Goal 1:  Increased Investment.   

More Artists, Higher Support.

This to continue in the Arts 

Plan 2026-2030.



2020-2025

Goal 1:  Increased Investment.   

More Artists, Higher Support.

Focus on empowerment to 

expand and develop the 

artform strengths in Wicklow 

over the next Arts Plan.



2020-2025

Basic Income for the Arts, 

Dept of Arts Data, 2023

Wicklow has 43% more artists

than would be expected

based on population.



2020-2025

Arts Council Data

Wicklow Artists:

Quality and Capacity

Artists Capacity 
Key Goal for the next Arts Plan.



2020-2025

Wicklow Festivals have doubled since 

2020.

Wicklow LOVES Music and Traditional 

Arts in Festivals.

Wicklow is also an exemplar for visual 

arts.

Key Goal to empower more Festivals.





Wicklow Arts Office Curated National Local Live Performance Programming Scheme 2021





2020-2025

Goal 1:  

Spatial Balance Across 

Locations in County.

Wicklow Hard Infrastructure

Key Goal for the next Arts Plan: 

Developing Spaces for the Arts, 

Strategically.



2020-2025

Goal 1:  

Spatial Balance Across the 

County.

Wicklow Soft Infrastructure

The data shows the success of 

targeted investment.

The next plan will have continued geographic 

targeted goals.



2020-2025

Spatial Balance Across the 

County.

Culture Night September Annually

Events and Locations Growing.

The next Arts Plan will identify further  

geographic targeted goals.



Excerpt Previous Data 
Analysis

(Report for The Arts Council 
of Ireland 2023)



Percent for Art Funding

The Arts Council have just 
appointed a Public Art 
Advisor to assist Local 
Government

% For Art 
Funds 

Approved as a 
budget line 
item to LA

Funds Novated 
to LA Arts 

Office

Arts Office run 
time-based, 
site based 

project

Arts Office 
Report back to 
final team/QS 

for final reports 
back to funding 

Dept eg 
DHLGH



Partnership:





Meetings, 
Workshops & 
Survey 



Please share the link to the Public Meetings.

https://www.wicklow.ie/Living/Services/Arts-
Heritage-Archives/Arts/Arts-Plan-2026-2030

Mid-June to end July, a survey will be added 
within the same link, for further feedback and 
for people who cannot attend the meetings.
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Workshop Structure:  What 5 Words?  

The aim is to get high level VALUES from the public for 
arts in Wicklow.

Public Feedback to be incorporated into the Arts Plan 
2026-2030. 

Tangible deliverables under the pillars of: 
Artists
Audiences
infrastructure…



How can you help?
Share the news and link about the Public Meetings
Encourage completion of the survey mid- June to end July
Keep the conversation going with the Arts Office
wao@wicklowcoco.ie

Thank You!

mailto:wao@wicklowcoco.ie
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